
 

 

COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group held on Tuesday, 
29 June 2021 at 10.00 am at via Teams 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr K Hitchen (Chair) 
 

Mr AWC Lamb 
Mr FI Morgan 
Mr CP Turner 
 

Mr CJ Whiteside 
Mr AW Wonnacott 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr P Barnard - Development Control Engineer 
Mrs L Davis - Democratic Services Officer 
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland 
Mr K Melville - Area Highways and Transport Manager 
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Team Leader 
Mr M Taylor - Local Area Network Manager (Copeland) 
 
 

  
PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 

PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 

 

 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence received for the meeting. 
 
2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 April 2021 be agreed as a 

true record of the meeting. 
 
3 DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
 
Members received a report that presented an overview of Flood and Development 
Management activities in the Copeland area.  Appended to the report were major 
and strategic planning applications, section 106 contributions update and current, 
flooding investigations in the area.   
 
The Lead Officer - Flood & Development Management gave updates on the current 
position of two planning applications in the Whitehaven area, Elizabeth Close and 
Harras Moor. 
 



 

 

A member gave a verbal update with regards to traffic issues around the 
Whitehaven Campus and reported that the Development Control and Regulation 
Committee at its meeting had agreed to a review of the Schools’ Travel Plans.  
Members agreed that enforcement was the key to vital improvements.  In answer to 
a question on developer contributions, the Lead Officer reported that the team 
worked hard for contributions and requested members inform them of schemes not 
being progressed.  
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
4 LOCAL AREA NETWORK MANAGER REPORT 
 
The Local Area Network Manager presented a report updating members on 
Highway Network matters following the last group meeting in February. The Local 
Area Network Manager took members through the report, detailing:- 
 

 Budgetary Outturns from 20/21 Financial Year 

 Ginger E Scooters 

 A595 Liaison Group 

 Customer Engagement Update 
 
Members noted that there was an underspend against the revenue budget of 
£33,243, the capital budget had an overspend of £64,700 and there was an 
underspend against the DFT Pothole Fund of £73,366.  The officer was thanked for 
the dropped curb work undertaken at Seascale and informed the local member that 
that the scheme at Fairways, Seascale had been completed.   
 
An update on the introduction of the E-Scooter trial in Whitehaven town centre was 
given to members, it being part of a larger trial across the country supported by the 
Department for Transport encouraging alternative transport in an urban 
environment. Members noted the hirer had to register a bank card and a driver’s 
licence for the hire agreement and all scooters were tracked meaning owners could 
be traced in case of damage or wrong doing by the police.  A member expressed 
concerns and asked for some safeguarding measures to be introduced.  These 
included a time cap for night usage and whether comprehensive checks on drivers 
were being undertaken.  The Local Area Network Manager agreed to feedback 
members’ concerns.   
 
A lengthy discussion took place around the A595 Liaison Group.  Two meetings had 
been held since members requested the reintroduction of the Group at the February 
meeting.  The March meeting had briefed members on the A595 Low Moresby 
scheme and at the June meeting an update had been given on the Mirehouse to 
Egremont A595 Study.  Members noted that Highways England had recently 
launched a new Route Strategies scheme which was a new mechanism to highlight 
problem areas on the Highways England network and more information how this 
would work was to be communicated to members at the group meeting in 
September.  Members expressed concern that no schemes were readily available or 
being progressed and it was agreed that a meeting with representatives from 
Highways England, the local MP and members be arranged to lobby for and 
advance viable schemes.  The Area Highways and Transport Manager advised 



 

 

members that an email had been sent to Highways England asking for a list of 
schemes together with a time line. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager gave an update on weed spraying.  A new 
contract had been awarded which will see the majority of kerb lines in Copeland 
sprayed three times over the summer.  The second spray was due to start in the 
next three to four weeks.  Members highlighted the necessity of aligning this with the 
Borough Council’s road sweeping programme to avoid debris in the gullies etc.  The 
Area Highways and Transport Manager reported that a letter would be sent to the 
District/Borough Councils to improve engagement as the non-alignment was 
causing significant damage to the highways network.  
 
To conclude, the Local Area Network Manager advised members of the new Liberty 
Create HIAMS system that had been formally launched.  Members were asked to 
note the fundamental change  by using the system to log defects so all information 
could be captured and duplication avoided. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
5 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT TEAM LEADER UPDATE 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader presented a report, the purpose of which 
was to provide Members with an update on topical traffic management related 
matters within Copeland.  The report outlined temporary traffic regulation orders, 
inclusive mobility, Copeland Remainder Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) Review, 
other notable APM Schemes and school patrol lights. 
 
The Team Leader advised members of inclusive mobility that allowed officers to 
improve the accessibility of the highway network, ie dropped kerbs, crossing points 
and tactile paving.  Members were asked to submit any requests to consider 
measures to improve accessibility to the Traffic Management team as a portion of 
that budget remained.  The local member for Cleator Moor West suggested 
inclusive mobility improvements be considered near Chapel Street in Distington to 
assist a nearby care home.  
 
Members were advised funding had been allocated to review the TRO for Copeland 
Remainder during the current financial year. The area covered included the majority 
of the Copeland area, with the exception of Whitehaven and its surroundings.  It was 
proposed that a greater level of focus be given to Millom, which had a number of 
outstanding requests to consider. Members were encouraged to feed any requests 
they may have into the process, as it was likely that other matters could be 
addressed within the same review. 

In discussion of the traffic congestion around Whitehaven Campus, members noted 
ongoing discussions with the school and relevant officers to address traffic issues 
and an operation model was being produced to assist in resolving these.  The 
Traffic Management Officer agreed to provide a position statement on this to 
members. 
 



 

 

The local member for Cleator Moor West welcomed the update on the proposed 
Cleator Moor pedestrian refuge and agreed to receive an update on the pilot 
scheme for St Patrick’s, Cleator Moor outside of the meeting. 
 
The Team Leader advised on the current position with regards to parking and 
loading bays in Whitehaven Town Centre.  It was unlikely that a review of the TRO 
would be brought forward to this financial year but reported that a temporary 
arrangement had been put in place, whereby permits allowing loading had been 
issued to assist businesses and which had been well received.   
 
To conclude, members noted officers would begin to re-programme the school 
patrol light flashing units over the summer weeks.  The Team Leader agreed to 
check on a particular light in Seascale.  Members’ feedback on school lighting 
defects in their individual areas was welcomed. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
6 CRASH GROUP 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader updated members on CRASH protocols and 
processes.  A CRASH protocol document had been produced and would be 
circulated to members following the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED, that the update be noted. 
 
7 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group was 
scheduled for 13 October 2021 at 10 am via Teams. 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.25 am 
  

 
 

 


